
HOW TO READ AN MSDS

The Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is prepared by the product's manufacturer and provides basic information on the chemical's physical properties and related health effects.  The MSDS provides guidance on using, storing and handling substances safely on the job and in emergencies such as fires and spills.  There is a MSDS for every hazardous material in your workplace.  Each MSDS provides you with valuable information about protecting yourself and your co-workers when working with or near the material.

The following sections are included in a MSDS, even though they may be named slightly different or may be in a different order:

	Identification
	Typically the first section of the MSDS tells you the name of the chemical and the manufacturer.  This is the same name that’s on the container’s label.



	Hazardous Ingredients
	This section tells you the chemical names for all the substances that make up this particular hazardous material.



	Physical/Chemical Characteristics or Data
	Provides additional important information concerning the material’s appearance and odor of the material, its boiling point, vapor pressure, vapor density, solubility in water melting point and evaporation rate.



	Fire and Explosion Hazards
	The MSDS will also tell you when the material might catch fire or explode and what you can do to deal with these hazards.  Special instructions are included here.



	Reactivity
	Some materials can burn or explode when exposed to air or water – or when mixed with other substances.  These materials are reactive, and this section tells you the conditions under which these materials become dangerous, so that you can avoid exposing the material to these conditions.



	Toxicological and Health Hazards
	This is a very important section because it tells you how the hazardous material could harm you.  It tells you the symptoms of exposure and the emergency first-aid procedures to use in case of overexposure.



	Precautions for Safe Handling and Use
	This section contains detailed instructions for safe handling of the substance.  It tells you how to store, move and use these materials.  In addition, this section tells you what to do in case of a spill or leak.



	Control Measures
	This section tells you what personal protective equipment to use when working with the material.  It also lists safe work procedures and tells you how to clean up after working and before eating so that the material won’t harm you or contaminate your food.



	First Aid Measures
	This section provides you with specific first aid procedures in the event someone is impacted by the hazardous chemicals.


Other sections that may be included are:

	Shipping Information
	Informing the user how to properly transport or ship the materials.



	Preventive Release Measures
	Instructing the user in methods and control measures to minimize impacts to workers and the environment in the event of an accident or uncontrolled release.



	Ecological Information
	Providing information related to the types of impacts to the environment if the compound is spilled or accidentally released.



	Disposal Information
	Information regarding the proper disposal of the hazardous chemical or materials that have been impacted by the chemical.



	Regulatory Information
	Gives the reader information regard rules and regulations for the specific chemical, especially specific rules and regulations for that chemical.
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