Wear the Right Gloves

Almost 40% of our workplace injuries are hand injuries, most of which could have been made less serious or prevented altogether if the employee had been wearing the right gloves.

“Ultra-tech” gloves are the lightweight gloves with latex palms and fingers that we have been using recently.  They are comfortable, cool, washable and cut resistant.  They will protect your hands from most splinters, sharp edges, and punctures and they grip well when wet but they are not the right gloves for handling hazardous chemicals.  
Leather gloves are more durable and offer greater protection from cuts and punctures but are less flexible and make it harder to handle small parts and fasteners.  They are more resistant to hot work surfaces but wet leather gloves can become very slippery and again, you don’t want to use leather gloves to handle hazardous chemicals.
Mechanics gloves are a durable glove with fairly good dexterity to allow picking up small nuts and bolts.  It is important for these gloves to fit snug so they won’t get caught in moving machinery.  They are also not appropriate to use for hazardous chemical handling.

Nitrile/Latex gloves provide minimal protection against punctures or lacerations but are very flexible and provide good protection against body fluids and mild chemicals such as POL products and solvents.
Rubber gloves come in various types of “rubber” and each should only be used for the task for which the manufacturer intended.  Rubber gloves are designed mainly for handling chemicals but be sure that you know what type of glove you are using and whether it was designed for the particular chemical you’re handling.  Always inspect the gloves before using them for cracks, holes or worn spots.  

Wear the right glove for the task you perform.  Take the few seconds required to put on your gloves before picking up anything in your workplace and wear the proper chemical resistant gloves for any chemical you handle.  When it’s time to go home, we want to make sure you take your hands and all of your fingers with you.
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