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Number: 16-17 Published: 19/09/2016
Subject: Man Fell into Manhole On-Board Supply Vessel

What Happened / Narrative

Location: Platform Supply Vessel in North Sea area

During vessel loading, the shore-side foreman walked into the "Safe Haven" area of the vessel and stepped into an open
manhole. The Foreman managed to catch himself and prevent a free-fall of 5 meters into the tank. Foreman suffered a
laceration on his shin requiring 3 stitches and has some bruising on his forearm.

Severity: High potential Medical Treatment case

Why Did it Happen / Cause

e lack of barriers, open manholes
e Several different activities on-going at same time

e Lack of coordination of activities

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations

e  Covering of manholes with gratings during work

e Ensure on-going work is coordinated between the work parties in the same area, through toolbox talk

Photographs / Supporting Information

*See also MSF Safety Alert 16.16 which was very similar in nature

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
necessarily constitute MSF guidance, nor represent the official view of the MSF or its members. The text as provided by submitting organisations may be
amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain as per the intent of the original submission. For
the avoidance of doubt no legal liability shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation, advice and/or statement contained therein. Contents should
be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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