
Hazard Recognition
Many workers are seriously injured each year by accidents.  Accidents don’t just happen.  Accidents are the result of an error within control of one or more people.  How do we recognize, assess and control hazards, which are potential accidents?

What is a Hazard?

A hazard is any practice, behavior, condition or combination that can cause injury or illness in people, or damage to property or the environment.

Health Hazards

· Chemical agents (solids, liquids or gases)

· Physical agents (energy or force such as sound, heat or electricity)

· Biological agents (microorganisms from plant, animal or human tissue)

· Ergonomic hazards (poor equipment, design or activity)

Safety Hazards

These can cause traumatic injury or death:

· Machinery and equipment related

· Energy (falls, struck by, kinetic, released)

· Confined space

· Material handling

What is Hazard Recognition?

Hazard Recognition means identifying a “suspected hazard”, because of its potential to harm or damage, or having it brought to your attention.  If you or someone else recognizes a potential hazard in the office or field, please complete and submit .
Tools to Assess a Hazard

When we receive the information related to a near miss, we should assess the hazard using the following tools:

· Detailed inspection or testing of the hazard

· Physical observation by trained individuals

· Investigations of near hit

· Interview of workers using Job Safety Analysis (JSA) Procedure

· Reviewing of records such as first-aid or safety meetings

· Compare findings to predetermined standards

Hazard Controls

The goal of hazard recognition and assessment is to eliminate the hazard or prevent it from harming workers or the environment.  This can be completed using one of the following points of control. 

· At the source – preferred method of control. (engineering and/or management controls, isolation, elimination, etc)

· Along the path – between the source and the worker (guard, enclosures, distance from hazard)

· At the worker – control of last resort (PPE, training & scheduling)

Safety Moment


