
Home Danger Zones - Part 1

Home - your cave, your castle, your family fortress.  Had a bad day?  Go home; escape to the safety of your own little world.  But that little world can be a dangerous place.  Consider the statistics:  Four of five fire deaths in the U.S. happen at home; about 90 percent of accidental poisonings take place there and carbon monoxide poisoning from household appliances kills about 80 people every year.  Kind of makes you want to check into a hotel, doesn't it?

Actually, one reason so much bad stuff happens at home is because we spend lots of time there.  That's why it's crucial to learn about household dangers and how to safeguard your abode.
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The kitchen:  A hot spot

The kitchen is the heart and soul of your home.  Unfortunately, it's also ground zero for trouble.  Cooking is the No. 1 cause of household fires, says Scott Wolfson, spokesman for the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

"Never leave the kitchen when cooking," Wolfson advises.  The most devastating accidents - a pot of scalding water or a pan of sizzling oil spilled onto a child - happen innocently, in an instant, when youngsters are too close to the action.

"Fires are not 100 percent preventable," says Mary Pat McKay, director of the Center for Injury Prevention and Control at the Ronald Reagan Institute of Emergency Medicine in Washington, D.C.  But she adds, "It's always a tragedy when the smoke detector is disconnected or it needed

a battery."

Safety Moment


