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Subject: Near Miss During Preparation to Load Anchor Chain

What Happened / Narrative

During preparation to load anchor chain into the moon pool locker, one person almost fell into the chain locker.

The hatch cover had been temporarily removed prior to the installation of the chain guide. The hatch had an opening of 155
x 85 cm. The depth of the locker was approximately 10 meters and there was 1 — 1.5 meters of water on the bottom.

The person fell backwards, with the upper part of his body towards the opening of the hatch. He managed to turn slightly
over to his right side and grab onto the edge around the hatch opening with both hands. His ankles and the lower part of his
feet were also above the edge of the hatch opening. He managed to get his right elbow over the edge. He shouted for help
twice before getting the attention of his colleagues.

Why Did it Happen / Cause

The near miss occurred due to several different factors:
e The hatch was left open without a barrier

*  The opening of the hatch was not sufficiently communicated

e The work was not risk assessed and sufficiently planned, based on the risks involved

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations

e The hatch should not have been left open without a barrier
e  The opening of the hatch should have been better and sufficiently communicated

e The work on deck should have been planned based on an assessment of the risks involved

NOTE: Chute and pallets on the
picture was not installed when
he Ngar Miss happened.
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Pictures of a similar hatch opening into which the person walking backwards had fallen.

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
necessarily constitute MSF guidance, nor represent the official view of the MSF or its members. The text as provided by submitting organisations may be
amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain as per the intent of the original submission. For
the avoidance of doubt no legal liability shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation, advice and/or statement contained therein. Contents should
be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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